
Welcome to St Paul’s for a 

service of Holy Communion 

with Baptism 

20th July 2025 

Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

 

The Greeting 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

 

Hymn: Come, now is the time to worship 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Invitation to confession 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. 

Let us therefore put away all anger and bitterness, 

all slander and malice, 

and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 

cf Ephesians 4.30,32 



Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

 

In your mercy 

forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, 

love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

Absolution 

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Collect 

Almighty God, 

send down upon your Church 

the riches of your Spirit, 

and kindle in all who minister the gospel 

your countless gifts of grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



Old Testament Reading 

Genesis 18.1–10a 

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 

entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw 

three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the 

tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 

He said, ‘My lord, if I find favour with you, do not pass by your 

servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 

yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may 

refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have 

come to your servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’  

And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make ready 

quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make 

cakes.’ Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and 

gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds 

and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and 

he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in 

the tent.’ Then one said, ‘I will surely return to you in due season, and 

your wife Sarah shall have a son.’ 

 

At the end: 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

New Testament Reading 

Colossians 1.15–28 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in 

him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all 

things have been created through him and for him. 

He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is 

the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 



from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 

through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of 

his cross. 

And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil 

deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as 

to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before 

him— provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in 

the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that 

you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven.  

I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. 

I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 

completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his 

body, that is, the church. 

I became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to 

me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that 

has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now 

been revealed to his saints.  

To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles 

are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 

hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and 

teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone 

mature in Christ. 

 

At the end: 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn: Be still for the presence of the Lord 

Verse 1 



Gospel Reading 

Luke 10.38–end 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord  

Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha 

welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at 

the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But Martha was 

distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do 

you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? 

Tell her then to help me.’ 

But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and 

distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has 

chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.’ 

 

At the end:  

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you O Christ 

Sermon 

Hymn: I the Lord of sea and sky 

Baptism of Samanta 

Samanta, is it your wish to be baptised? 

It is 

Presentation of the Candidate 

Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.  

Do not stop them’. 

We thank God for Samanta who has come to be baptised today. 

Christ loves her and welcomes her into his Church. 



 

So I ask you all: 

Will you support this child as she begins her journey of faith? 

We will. 

 

Will you help her to live and grow within God’s family? 

We will. 

 

God knows each of us by name  

and we are his. 

Parents and godparents,  

you speak for Samanta today. 

Will you pray for her, 

and help her to follow Christ? 

We will. 

The Decision 

We all wander far from God  

and lose our way: 

Christ comes to find us  

and welcomes us home. 

In baptism we respond to his call. 

 

Therefore I ask: 

Do you reject evil?  

I reject evil. 

 

And all its many forms?  

And all its many forms.  

 

And all its empty promises?  

And all its empty promises.  

 



Do you turn to Christ?  

I turn to Christ.  

 

And put your trust in him?  

And put my trust in him.  

 

And promise to follow him for ever?  

And promise to follow him for ever.  

Profession of Faith 

Let us affirm, 

together with these who are being baptised, 

our common faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

I believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

I believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

I believe and trust in him. 

 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



Prayer over the water 

We praise you, loving Father, 

for the gift of your Son Jesus. 

He was baptised in the River Jordan, 

where your Spirit came upon him 

and revealed him as the Son you love. 

He sent his followers 

to baptise all who turn to him. 

Now, Father, we ask you to bless this water, 

that those who are baptised in it 

may be cleansed in the water of life, 

and, filled with your Spirit, 

may know that they are loved as your children, safe in Christ for ever. 

Amen 

Baptism 

Samanta, I baptise you 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Signing with the Cross 

Christ claims you for his own. 

Receive the sign of his cross. 

Do not be ashamed of Christ. 

You are his for ever. 

Stand bravely with him 

against all the powers of evil, 

and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 

May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, 

and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ. 

Amen. 



Commission 

God of grace and life, in your love you have given us a place among 

your people; keep us faithful to our baptism, 

and prepare us for that glorious day 

when the whole creation will be made perfect in your Son our Saviour 

Jesus Christ.  

Amen 

The Welcome 

There is one Lord,  

one faith, one baptism:  

Samanta, by one Spirit  

we are all baptised into one body. 

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith;  

we are children of the same heavenly Father;  

we welcome you. 

Prayers of Intercession 

This response may be used: 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

 

At the end: 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son  

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

The Peace 

We are the body of Christ. 

In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. 

Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 

and builds up our common life. 



The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

cf 1 Corinthians 12.13; Romans 14.19 

The peace of Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Hymn: Come let us sing of a wonderful love 

 

Preparation of the Table 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

All things come from you, 

and of your own do we give you. 

Eucharistic Prayer H 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 

in your love you made us for yourself. 

When we turned away 

you did not reject us, 

but came to meet us in your Son. 

You embraced us as your children 

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

 



In Christ you shared our life 

that we might live in him and he in us. 

He opened his arms of love upon the cross 

and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

 

On the night he was betrayed, 

at supper with his friends 

he took bread, and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his body is the bread of life. 

 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 

he gave you thanks, and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his blood is shed for all. 

 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 

send your Holy Spirit  

that this bread and this wine 

may be to us the body and blood  

of your dear Son. 

As we eat and drink these holy gifts 

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

 

With your whole Church throughout the world 

we offer you this sacrifice of praise 

and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 



Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 



 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink 

in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

Music for distribution of communion 

Prayer After Communion 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, 

that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered 

   by your governance, 

that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

  



Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you  

our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work 

to your praise and glory. Amen. 

Notices 

Giving of a Lighted Candle 

God has delivered us from  

the dominion of darkness 

and has given us a place  

with the saints in light. 

You have received the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life. 

Shine as a light in the world, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

The Blessing 

The peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with 

you and remain with you all, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Hymn: My Lighthouse 

 



The Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  

Amen. 

Exit Music 

Common Worship: Prayers and Services for the Church of England,  

material from which is included in this service,  

is copyright © The Archbishop’s Council 

 


